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Benefits and Services
for Veterans in Texas



Todayos Agenda

C What Is the Texas Veterans Commission?
C Who are Veterans in Texas?

C Veterans Programs, Benefits, and Services
C Reaching Out to Veterans

C Most Under Used Benefits



Texas Veterans Commission

C Established in 1927
C Approximately 320 employees
C 5-panel Commission appointed by governor
C Over 80% of employees are veterans
i All veterans counselors are veterans
C Mission

inGuarantee that Texas
families receive all rights and entitlements
provided for veterans



Texas Veterans Commission

C Who we are

i State agency that provides, oversees, and
coordinates veterans services and benefits

i Veterans serving veterans

C Who we are not
i Not the Texas branch of Veterans Affairs
i Not a department of another state office
i Not a membership veterans service organization




Veterans in Texas

C Approximately 1.7 million veterans in Texas
C Third largest veteran population in the U.S.
C Veterans over age 551 estimated 970,815
C Populations are concentrated in larger cities
C Dallas & Tarrant T 250,000;

Harris T 197,000; Bexar 1 157,000

C Largest veteran population by service era
Vietnam T 508,000

Gulf War 1 370,000 and growing

Between Vietham and Gulf War 1 239,000
Korea, World War Il T 15,338
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Who Are Veterans?

C Who Is considered a veteran?
i All military veterans in Texas
i Do not have to be a retiree

i Do not need a service-connected disability to
receive services

i Length of service required for participation in
some benefit programs



Claims and Benefits Counseling

C Assists veterans with filing
service-connected disability claims

C Represents veterans with VA appeals
C Helps family members with survivor benefits

C Counselors primarily located in
VA medical facilities throughout the state

C All counselors are veterans
C Services are free to veterans



Claims and Benefits Counseling

C Texas veterans currently receive more than
$3.2 billion in compensation and pension

C A veteran receives about $6,200 more each
year when represented by VSO

C We represent more veterans than any other
veterans service organization in Texas

C Texas veterans recelve more in average
compensation per veteran than all states with
more than 800,000 veterans



